
Step-by-step instructions: 
 

1. Collect data on each student’s reading speed and number of word recognition errors by having 

each student read a passage of a poem composed of 50-200 words (the size of the passage 

depends on the student’s skill level). 

 

2. Have each student record her or his reading speed as well as the number of recognition errors 

on a graph. 

 

3. Using technology, teach each student how to chart her or his performance using an Excel 

spreadsheet. Have students use graph paper if using Excel is not an option. 

4. Discuss results with each student individually. 

 

5. Describe the repeated reading strategy in detail noting repeated readings are done to practice 

the basic skills of reading to develop reading speed and smoothness or automaticity as athletes to 

do in carrying out drills to perfect their performance in athletic events. 

 

6. Obtain a written commitment from student to practice oral reading with her or his goals and 

objectives to meet or surpass the 85 words per minute criterion rate. At the same time, establish a 

contingent reinforcement with the student if she or he reaches or surpasses the 85 words per 

minute criterion rate, such as earning time on a computer. 

 

7. Then have each assessed student practice reading the passage while the teacher collects the 

same data on the other students in the class. 

 

8. When the first student’s turn comes again, read the passage aloud to the student. 

 

9. Then have the student read the passage again to you (and not a peer). 

 

10. Direct the student to record her or his reading speed as well as the number of recognition 

errors on a graph so that the student will be able to be able to visually tract her or his 

improvement in performance. 

 

11. Provide corrective feedback individually on student’s performance with respect to 

pronunciation, speed, and or comprehension. 

 

12. Have the student practice and reread the passage until she or he meets or surpasses the 85 

words per minute criterion rate or after the fourth attempt. Provide contingent reinforcers when 

student meets or surpasses the 85 words per minute criterion rate. 

 

13. Note each student will have the option to listen to a taped recording of the passage using 

earphones while the student reads along silently. This option can be phased out after a few 

repeated readings. 

 

14. Then each student will go to the next passage or poem. 

http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/JohnHenry.pdf


15. Assist students in generalizing the use of repeated reading by first leading a discussion to 

identify and plan to use the strategy in other settings. Second, having the students try repeated 

reading in other settings and report back to class. Third, plan to have students use repeated 

reading at other times during class. 


